St Mary’s Orthodox Church

Iron Mountain,mi

TONE 8 Eothinon 6
On this day, we commemorate: Apostle James, son of Alpheos;
Venerable Andronikos and Athanasia of Egypt; Venerable Poplia the
confessor of Antioch; Righteous Forefather Abraham and his nephew
the Righteous Lot; Stephen the Younger, king of Serbia; Dionysios,
Bishop of Paris




Epistle
II Corinthians 6:16-7:1
(17th Sunday after Pentecost)
Vow ye and pay the Lord your God.
In Judah is God known.
The Reading is from Saint Paul's Second Letter to
the Corinthians.

BRETHREN, we are the temples of the living God; as God said, "I
will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Therefore come out from them, and be sepa-
rate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will
welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Since we have these promis-
es, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body

and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the
fear of God.

Gospel
Luke 7:11-16 (3rd Sunday of Luke)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according
to St. Luke
The next day Jesus went to a city called
Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd
went with him. As he drew near to the gate
of the city, behold, a man who had died
was being carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow; and a large
crowd from the city was with him. And when the Lord saw her, he
had compassion on her and said to her "Do not weep." And he came
and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young
man, [ say to you arise." And the dead man sat up and began to speak.
And he gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all; and they glori-
fied God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!"




The Korsun Icon

of the Mother of God is believed
to be one of those painted by the
holy Evangelist Luke, and it had
been preserved in Ephesus.

On October 9, 988, a copy of this
icon was transferred from Korsun
to Kiev by the holy Great Prince
Vladimir (July 15), and it came to be called the Korsun Icon.

Later this icon was transferred to Novgorod, and from there to
Moscow to the Dormition cathedral in the Kremlin. Another copy
of the Korsun Icon of the Mother of God was brought from Greece
to Russia by St Euphrosyne of Polotsk (May 23) in 1162.

St Euphrosyne founded the Savior monastery at Polotsk. When
she learned that there was an icon painted by St Luke at Menignus
in Greece, she sent rich presents to the Byzantine Emperor and the
Patriarch Chrysovergos asking them to send her this icon.

The icon was sent to Rus from Ephesus, and passed through
Korsun. At the request of the inhabitants of that city it remained
there about a year, thus it became known as the Korsun Icon.

In 1239, Alexandra, the daughter of Prince Bryachislav of Po-
lotsk, brought this icon to the city of Toropets on her way to be
married to the holy Great Prince Alexander Nevsky (November
23).

The Korsun Icon is also mentioned in the Life of St Dorothy of
Kashin (September 24).



Holy Apostle James

the son of Alphaeus one of
the Twelve Apostles, was the brother of
the holy Evangelist Matthew. He heard
the Lord's words and witnessed His mira-
cles. After the Descent of the Holy Spirit,
the Apostle James Alphaeus and the Apos-
tle Andrew the First-Called (November
30), made missionary journeys preaching
in Judea, Edessa, Gaza, Eleutheropolis,
proclaiming the Gospel, healing all sorts
of sickness and disease, and converting many to the path of salva-
tion. St James finished his apostolic work In the Egyptian city of
Ostrachina, where he was crucified by the pagans.

The Righteous
Forefather

Abraham
lived around 2000 B.C. His sto-
ry is found in the Book of Gene-
sis, Chapters 12-25.

God told Abraham that all
the nations of the earth would be Q
blessed in his seed (Genesis
22:18), and ordered him to leave
his home and his relatives and go to Canaan, the country between
the Mediterranean and Jordan. Because God gave this land to Abra-
ham and his posterity (Genesis 12:7), it became known as "the
Promised Land."

Abraham and Lot are also commemorated with Christ's ances-
tors according to the flesh on the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
(between December 11 and 17).



