St Mary’s Orthodox Church

Iron Mountain, MI

Sunday, November 6, 2011
21st Sunday after Pentecost
TONE 4 Eothinon 10
On this day, we commemorate: Paul the Confessor, Archbishop of
Constantinople; Venerable Luke of Sicily; Paul the fool-for-Christ;
Martyr Nicander; Venerable Barlaam of Khutyn; Herman, bishop of
Kazan
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This week at St. Mary’s

Saturday, November 12th
Great Vespers 6pm
*Confession to follow
Sunday, November 13th

Matins 9am
Divine Liturgy 10am

Fast days this next week
Wednesday and Friday
Notice: Our Advent fast begins next week

Epistle
Galatians 2:16-20
(21st Sunday after Pentecost)
How great are thy works, O Lord!
Thou hast made all things in wisdom.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

BRETHREN, you know that a man is not
justified by works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have be-
lieved in Christ Jesus, in order to be justi-
fied by faith in Christ, and not by works
of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.
But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were
found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not!

But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then
I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.




Gospel

Luke 8:41-56
(7th Sunday of Luke)

At that time: There came a
man named Jairus, who was a ruler
of the synagogue; and falling at
Jesus' feet he besought him to
come to his house, for he had an
only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.

As he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman
who had had a flow of blood for twelve years and had spent all
her living upon physicians and could not be healed by any one,
came up behind him, and touched the fringe of his garment; and
immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was
it that touched me?"

When all denied it, Peter and those who were with him
said, "Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!"
But Jesus said, "Some one touched me; for I perceive that power
has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw that she was
not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him de-
clared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him,
and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her,

"Daughter, your faith has made you well go in peace."

While he was still speaking, a man from the ruler's house
came and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teach-
er any more." But Jesus on hearing this answered him, "Do not
fear; only believe, and she shall be well." And when he came to
the house, he permitted no one to enter with him, except Peter
and John and James, and the father and mother of the child.

And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do
not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at
him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand he
called, saying, "Child, arise." And her spirit returned, and she got
up at once; and he directed that something should be given her to
eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged them to tell no
one what had happened.




Saint Barlaam, Abbot of Khutyn lived in the twelfth century,
the son of an illustrious citizen of Novgorod, where he spent his
childhood years. Withdrawing at an early age to the Lisich monas-
tery near the city, St Barlaam was tonsured there. Later he settled
on a solitary hill below Volkhov, in a place called Khutyn, ten
versts from Novgorod.

St Barlaam led a strict solitary life, occupying himself with un-
ceasing prayer and keeping a very strict fast. He was a zealous as-
cetic in his labors: he cut timber in the forest, chopped firewood
and tilled the soil, fulfilling the words of Holy Scripture, "If any-
one will not work, neither shall he eat" (2 Thess. 3: 10).

Certain inhabitants of Novgorod gathered around him, wanting
to share in monastic works and deeds. Instructing those who came,
St Barlaam said, "My children, beware of all unrighteousness, and
do not give in to envy or slander. Refrain from anger, and do not
practice usury. Beware of unjust judgment. Do not swear an oath
falsely, but rather fulfill it. Do not indulge the bodily appetites. Al-
ways be meek and bear all things with love. This virtue is the be-
ginning and root of all good."

Soon a church was built in honor of the Transfiguration of the
Lord, and a monastery founded. Because of his service to others,
the Lord granted St Barlaam the gifts of wonderworking and dis-
cernment.

To Our Visitors Concerning Holy Communion

St Mary’s Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America, The Orthodox Patriarchate of Anti-
och and all the East- “The Disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”
(Acts 11:26)

We welcome you to worship this morning and thank you for joining us.
Unfortunately, one of the sad consequences of the division among Christians
is that we cannot offer the Eucharist (Holy Communion) to anyone except
Orthodox Christians in good moral standing with the beliefs and practices
of the Orthodox Church. This includes preparatory prayers, fasting, and the
sacrament of Holy Confession.

Orthodox Christians believe that the Holy Eucharist is a final sign of
unity among all Christians and not a means by which unity is achieved.

We invite you to share in the Blessed Bread that is distributed after
Communion and at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. This Bread
represents the Bread of Fellowship.




